4H                   FRUI1S   OP THE  CAPTURE.

nah, the enemy having evacuated the place during the pre-
vious night.

" Admiral Dahlgren proceeded up the Vernon River in
his barge, while I transferred to the tug, in which I pro-
ceeded to Fort McAllister, and thence to the rice-mill; and
on the morning of the 22d rode into the city of Savannah,
already occupied by our troops.

"I was very much disappointed that Hardee had es-
caped with his' garrison, and had to content myself with the
material fruits of victory without the cost to life which
would have attended a general assault. The substantial re-
sults will be more clearly set forth in the tabular statements
of heavy ordnance and other public property acquired, and
it will suffice here to state that the important city of Savan-
nah, with its valuable harbor and river, was the chief object
of the campaign. With it we acquire all the forts and heavy
ordnance in its vicinity, with large stores of ammunition,
shot and shells, cotton, rice, and other valuable products of
the country. We also gain locomotives and cars, which,
though of little use to us in the present condition of the
railroads, are a serious loss to the enemy; as well as four
steamboats gained, and the loss to the enemy of the iron-
clad ' Savannah,' one ram and three transports, blown up or
burned by them the night before.

" Formal demand having been made for the surrender,
and having been refused, I contend that everything within
the line of intrenchments belongs to the United States ; and
I shall not hesitate to use it, if necessary, for public pur-
poses. But inasmuch as the inhabitants generally have
manifested a friendly disposition, I shall disturb them as lit-
tle as possible consistently with the military rights of pres-
ent and future military commanders, without remitting the
least our just rights as captors.wiseer-ce with nine regi-able amount of breadstuff's and other neces- a flourishing little town
